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The Tarantula Hawk wasp averages 2

-inches in length with long legs and 

hooked claws ideal for grabbing its 

victims.  This wasp primarily feeds on 

nectar and pollen in desert regions. 

¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǇǎΩ          

reproductive cycle.  The wasp stings 

a spider, preferably a tarantula, to 

ǇŀǊŀƭȅȊŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀȅǎ ƛǘǎΩ ŜƎƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

victims abdomen.  When the egg 

hatches, the larvae is able to feed on 

the flesh of the paralyzed spider for 

over a month.  Very cool! 

Photos Courtesy of Carolyn Gibbs, BLM 

Lassen Creek Conservation Area  

Receives Stateôs Nature Education 

Facilities Program Grant  

Imagine a place where you, your children and visitors can enjoy the outdoors 
and learn about our regional natural resources all while simply going for an   
afternoon walk.  Lassen Land and Trails Trust has been awarded a Nature   
Education Facilities Program grant through Proposition 84 to develop an       
educational interpretive trail and outdoor classroom at the 365-acre Lassen 
Creek Conservation Area (LCCA). ñThis is a highly competitive grant and we 
are proud and honored to have won this opportunity,ò said Frank Hall, chairper-
son of the Trustôs Conservation Committee.  ñThis will enhance both our public 
school , as well as be a resource for everyone to enjoy.ò 
 
Lassen Creek Conservation Area, owned by Lassen Land and Trails Trust, is 
part of a Department of Fish and Game Conservation Area Protection Plan 
(CAPP) that covers 4,340 acres.  The area links the Sierra Nevada Range at 
elevations up to 6,230 feet with the Great Basin at 4,200 feet and provides an 
important wildlife corridor from summer to winter habitat for mule deer, gray fox, 
cottontails, Willow flycatcher and so much more.  LCCA is an important part of 
the Trustôs conservation mission and a linchpin in our educational program. 
Programs such as Nature Camp and Discover Lassen County include visits to 
the area and this grant will enable us to further expand the educational capacity 
of the area, and improve public access and education. 

  



 P A G E  2  

Board Officers 

PresidentτPhil Nemir 

Vice PresidentτFrank Hall 

SecretaryτJudy Oliver 

Board of Directors 

Andrew Bertotti 

Jeff Fontana 

Georgianne Hall 

Jonelle Kanavel 

Michael McCue 

Liz Norton 

Katie Zumpano 

Staff 

Louise Jensen 

Executive Director 

Leah Larsen 

Lands Manager 

Jessica Gibbs 

Outreach Coordinator 

David Sowers 

Depot Manager 

Bill Faatz 

Volunteer LCCA Preserve Manager 

Board Advisors 

Stan Bales, BLM 

Carol Curry, CPA 

Mission Statement 

The mission of Lassen Land and 

Trails Trust is to conserve          

significant natural areas and     

agricultural landscapes and to 

promote and enhance a public 

trail system throughout Lassen 

County. 

Letter From The Executive DirectorLetter From The Executive DirectorLetter From The Executive Director   

 

Itôs spring! New beginnings and sunshine 

abound.  

 

Jessie and I are looking forward to having our 
teammates back with us in the coming weeks. 
Dave and Leah have both been out on leaves. 
Speaking of new beginnings, Leah and her  
husband welcomed a new daughter into their 
lives last month. Weôre all so happy for them 
and look forward to seeing all four of them out 

on the trails as the weather warms.  
 

Meanwhile, many other new beginnings are happening. The Farmerôs 
Market, while not brand new, will be returning on June 4, which is also 
National Trails Day. Weôre hoping to welcome new farmers to the mar-
ket, as well as new shoppers. What a wonderful way to connect our mis-

sion to conserve agricultural landscapes with each and every household! 
 

The Trust has also received several grants which will allow us to begin 
new projects within our existing programs. Read in this issue about the 
Nature and Education Facilities Program grant that will help us build a 
foundation for an on-going education program at the Lassen Creek  
Conservation Area. Weôve also received a Planning Grant from the     
Sierra Nevada Conservancy and The Strong Foundation awarded the 
Trust a grant to support our partnership with the Lassen County Office of 
Education to develop and deliver an environmental education ótoolboxô to 
classrooms throughout the county. All of these projects need the          
on-going support of our members and partners, but these grants are a 
wonderful testament to the good work done by our volunteers, Board 
and the staff, current and past, to establish a strong reputation for good 

work accomplished in our community of Lassen County. 
 

With spring come longer open hours at our Historic Susanville Railroad 
Depot and more traffic on the Bizz Johnson. We hope youôll stop and 
say óhelloô when youôre walking, biking or showing friends and guests 

around town! 

 

Sincerely,                     

 

 

 

 

 

   Louise Jensen     

Executive Director    

 



Plans include the development of an 
interpretive trail, as well as a struc-
tured outdoor classroom program  
incorporating hands-on restoration 
activities, educational tours, and wild-
life viewing, which will inspire land 
stewardship across the county. This 
is a unique program in the region and 
will feature a multi-use, non-
motorized trail, kiosk, parking area 
and interpretive panels that highlight 
the valuable natural resources and 
their regional implications. 
 
The educational focus for both public 
and school groups will include Fire 
Ecology, Riparian Habitat and Water-
shed Stewardship based on Lassen 
Creek as a tributary to the Susan  
River, Restoration of Native Vegeta-
tion, Wildlife Communities, and     
Humans and their Environment. With 
eight public schools within a close 
radius of the LCCA, in particular 
Richmond School just footsteps 
away, the Trust believes this will be a 
valuable asset to our students and 
will complement our growing partner-
ship with the Countyôs Office of     
Education to provide environmental 
education resources throughout the 
county. 
 
The grant will help in the initial devel-
opment of the interpretive trail and 
outdoor classroom. Our hope is that 
through the continued support of our 
members, the community and other 
funding sources we will be able to 
fully realize the vision for the LCCA. 
Through this facility, we will all be 
able to continuously learn to be    
better stewards of this rich region 
where we live and leave a legacy for 
future generations.   
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