
The Modoc Line is a retired railway corridor 

running north from Wendel, California      

approximately 85 miles to the McArthur   

siding, 12 miles south of Alturas, California. In 

2008, Lassen Land and Trails Trust (LLTT), 

Lassen and Modoc Counties, and the Bureau 

of Land Management (BLM) joined in a     

partnership to preserve and maintain the 

linear integrity of the corridor for trail use, 

historical values, potential future rail service 

and potential use as a utility corridor. On 

June 27, 2008, Union Pacific railroad              

company transferred ownership of the Modoc line to LLTT through a process known as rail     

banking. Although this trail is currently being utilized by bike and motorized vehicles, the trail is 

currently not maintained and hence is not publicly advertised. 

LLTT plans to manage the Modoc line as a multi-use recreational trail that facilitates outdoor      

enthusiasm in some of Lassen County's most spectacular landscapes. Through our partnership 

with BLM, we have secured funding to complete a comprehensive inventory and assessment of 

the line and its structures, to plan for the management of erosion, trail heads and other trail 

needs. This assessment should be completed by the end of this summer. The next step will be the                  

development of use alternatives, which will be presented in a series of public meetings by early 

spring of 2011.  A complete management plan should be available by July of 2011. We will          

continue our partnership with BLM in the management and administration of this incredible       

resource and keep our valued members up to speed on any new developments.  We look forward 

to guiding a trip down the line as soon as the project is completed.  
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Lassen Land and Trails Trust has partnered with the Wilderness Land Trust, Bureau of Land     

Management and Resources Legacy Fund Foundation to protect 370 acres in the South Warner 

and Tunnison Wilderness Study Areas. The Wilderness Land Trust acquired private inholdings 

within these  wilderness study areas and transferred the property to the BLM to guarantee that 

future generations can enjoy the resources of wilderness. LLTT holds the deed restrictions that 

were placed on the properties to ensure that they are managed for their natural habitats. LLTT 

will  begin monitoring for the compliance of these restrictions this summer and will continue to do 

so bi-annually.   

The Yellow-rumped Warbler (pictured 

above) is a migratory bird frequenting 

Lassen County throughout the summer 

months.  This bird may be found foraging 

insects in a variety of habitats including 

coniferous forests and edges, mixed 

woodlands, deciduous forests, and open 

spaces.  This Warbler travels in large 

flocks and despite their striking coloring, 

are often identified by their sharp calls 

and chirps. 



 

As the last snow flurries melt under warm spring skies Mother 

Nature is again awakening.  Lambs, colts, calves and fawns are 

everywhere, soaking up the sun or trying out wobbly legs.  

Along our trails, colorful flowers, singing birds and buzzing   

insects herald the new growing season. Even inside the office 

of LLTT there is a lot of buzzing: with all the events of this year's 

ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ-

packed calendar! 

In this issue of our quarterly Newsletter, you will see once again what LLTT is all about:   

Community and Conservation! We have an ambitious list of events planned for you this  

summer, such as the Farmers Markets both in Susanville and Janesville (bring the family!), 

Nature Camp (sign up early!), Discover Lassen County  (be ready to learn!), and the Great 

Sierra River Cleanup (bring gloves!). This year we are introducing a series of field trips 

throughout the summer to some of our local treasures and LLTT projects hosted by local  

experts, through Discover Lassen County. We will also  have exciting and educational     

²ƘƛǎǘƭŜǎǘƻǇ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ά.ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ .ƛȊȊέΣ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀ 

handcar, walk through fields of wildflowers, or watch birds at Eagle Lake, LLTT has something 

for everyone. 

We also present some basic information on Conservation Easements, the premier tool of 

private land conservation of today. Virtually everybody, from the National Cattlemen's Beef 

Association to the Nature Conservancy has embraced this vital tool for keeping the land and 

its natural resources productive and in private ownership. Ranchers and farmers throughout 

the country are learning how new legislation and enormous state and regional resources can 

be harnessed to benefit a viable agricultural operation. Here in Lassen County, we at LLTT 

are doing our part to ensure that ranch- and farmland stays under active management, 

growing food and keeping our agricultural heritage alive. Cows - not Condos; I believe we all 

can subscribe to that. Learn how conservation easements can benefit your ranch, farm or 

forest, and call us for more information or a free on-site consultation. 

Lastly, I want to thank those members who renewed and upgraded their support for LLTT!  

As you may have noticed during our recent membership campaign, there are exciting new 

levels of support, and by the end of the year we hope to have a planned giving program 

firmly in place (but we'd love to talk to you now if you feel planned giving is of interest to 

you!). We are always excited to hear from our members. Oh, and have your tried               

volunteering? We have a very extensive list of events coming up that we would love member 

involvement in, including the Rails to Trails Festival and Chili Cook-off coming up this         

October. Volunteering is the most fun you can have with your gloves on! 

I hope to see you all at this year's events or activities. Have a safe summer and enjoy the 

foods, sights and activities our beautiful county provides!  
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This event was better than ever, thanks to the support of our members, runners, and sponsors.  

For the second straight year, a record number of people of all ages finished one of five events in 

Susanville Ranch Park on Saturday, May 22 at the 17th Annual Paiute Meadows Trail Run & Walk.  

A total turnout of 146 runners and walkers including 30 racers under the age of 12, along with 

friends and family, braved the unseasonable cold weather in a welcome window between snow 

showers.  We look forward to working with the community to make this continually growing event 

an even bigger success in 2011. 

Great Sierra River Clean-up 
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Rails to Trails Festival 

17th Annual Paiute Meadows Trail Run & Walk 

LLTT News & Events 

LLTT is excited to present the 5th annual Nature Camp coming this summer. This fun filled day-camp will be in 2τ1 week series for 

Lassen County youth ages 8-12. This week-long adventure will enhance the knowledge of the participants by introducing them to the 

intimate details of Lassen County such as aquatic insects at Goumez Campground, botany at Susanville Ranch Park, archeology at   

Belfast, agriculture and open space at the Hulsman Ranch, and the wildlife of the Bizz Johnson Trail. The first series of these camps will 

be hosted July 26 - July 30, 2010 and will be geared towards participants ages 8 to 10. The second series of Nature Camp will be hosted 

August 2 - 6, 2010 and be geared towards ages 10 to 12.  LLTT will provide camp transportation, lunch, and educational materials 

throughout the week. Registration forms are available at the Depot or our website, www.llttweb.org. There will be 20 spaces available 

per camp, so be sure to sign up early! 

The Great Sierra River Clean-up is a region-wide effort geared towards cleaning up local waterways .   

Last year more than 3,500 volunteers joined together to remove over 130 tons of trash and          

recyclables from Sierra rivers during this event. More than 100 community groups, including Lassen 

Land and Trails Trust, spread across 22 counties and 500 river miles gathered garbage from the   

rivers and streams that supply the State of California with 65 percent of its water. This effort, in  

partnership with the California Coastal Cleanup Day, serves to promote good stewardship on all of 

our waterways, from the source to the sea.  

In 2009, our local efforts recruited over 70 volunteers to clean up the stretch of the Susan River that runs through Susanville. Our sturdy 

group of volunteers helped pull over 1500 pounds of trash and recycling  from the river and Paiute Creek.  This event improves stream 

and community health as well as the overall aesthetics of Susanville.  The event begins at Memorial Park, where supplies are gathered 

and volunteers break into task forces to tackle different target zones in our clean-up region.  Clean-up efforts adjourn at noon with a 

Barbque and clean-up awards presented to groups with the best or most unique trash results.   

This year, the Great Sierra River Clean-up is scheduled for September 25 from 9:00 am to Noon at Memorial Park.  This event is geared 

towards anyone interested in preserving the health of Lassen County.  Individuals or groups of any size or age are welcome to do a 

range of tasks including data recording, organizing, trash removal, and transporting of the materials.  Registration forms and  additional 

local information regarding the Susan River Clean-up will be available later this summer at www.llttweb.org or by calling 257-3252.  

Be sure to mark your calendar for the 18th Annual Rails to Trails Festival October 8-9, 2010.  This event 

is in coordination with the infamous Bizz Johnson Marathon.  This event is jam-packed with excitement 

ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŦƻƻŘΣ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ōƻƻǘƘǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŎŀōƻƻǎŜ ǘƻǳǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛȊŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ 

is also home to the Chili Cook-off and Salsa Contest and the only side-by-side hand car races known in 

California.  Handcar racing as a sport is well established in the United States with numerous events being 

held all over the country for more than twenty years. Teams consist of five participants- ŦƻǳǊ άǇǳƳǇŜǊǎέ 

ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ άǇǳǎƘŜǊέΦ hƴŎŜ ǇǳǎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǇǳƳǇŜǊǎ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘŎŀǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜƭ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ 

the finish line. The modern day handcar weighs 832 pounds empty and can be propelled down the track 

at speeds up to 35 mph.  Teams race against each other and the clock to determine a winner. 

Keep your eyes on our website for updates on this event and others. 

Nature Camp 
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The more than 4,800 farmers markets nationwide preserve farmland, create thousands of sustainable jobs, provide food for      

millions of Americans, and generate nearly a billion dollars in sales every year. Produce sold at farmers markets is often less       

expensive than at food retailers. Government nutrition programs also support farmers market purchases for low income seniors, 

families, and children by offering E.B.T. and W.I.C programs. At many farmers markets, products have traveled less than a couple 

hours from the farm to your neighborhood and are available to you at the peak of freshness and nutritional value. In addition, 

every dollar you spend at a farmers market is more likely to stay in your local economy. So enjoy the perks of shopping locally and 

join us at the Susanville and Janesville Farmers Markets this summer!  

The Susanville Farmers Market is held every Saturday from 8 am - Noon, June through September at the Depot. The market      

features items such as fresh fruits, vegetables, meats, crafts, and homemade skin products from High Country Skin Essentials. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻǳƴŎŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ WƻƘƴǎǘƻƴΩǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ /ŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎ ƻǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻnder-

ful event packed with great food, live music, and fun activities for the whole family.   

¢ƘŜ {ǳǎŀƴǾƛƭƭŜ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлмл !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ CŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ 

ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ CŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ ¢ǊǳǎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ Ŏŀƴ 

rally the most support from their communities. The contest runs from June 1st - August 31st. Please visit www.farmland.org/vote 

to show your support of the Susanville Farmers Market! 

Be sure to join us for the Grand Opening of the Janesville Farmers Market, July 6th. This market will be held between Artisan    

Coffee and The Pizza Factory in Janesville, Tuesday evenings from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm through the end of September. This market 

will promote the same healthy fruits, veggies, meats and entertainment as the Susanville Market, just in a brand new location. 

LLTT is proud to host a variety of musicians from the community at both farmers markets. Entertainment will include artists such 

as Luther Red, Young Country, Ukulele Mike, Tim Keesey, Julianne Pepetone, and much, much more. We are always willing to 

host new or old aspiring musicians and entertainers at the market. Please contact us if you would like to perform or become a 

vendor at either market, 257-3252. 

Farmers Market 

 
 

Handcrafted Natural  

Skin Care Products 
 

*Mention this ad and receive 10% off 

your order! 

 

www.highcountryskinessentials.com 

(530) 254 -6738 

 



 

Donate!  With Every Swipe of Your Card! 

When planning and executing outdoor education events, the staff at LLTT looks to the wisdom of Richard Louv for inspiration 
and insight. His studies have driven much of society to understanding the importance of playing and learning outdoors. We 
have chosen a few paragraphs from an article written for the Orion magazine in 2007 to share with you. We hope you have the 
opportunity to take advantage of the educational events we have planned for you this summer, Discover Lassen County series 
and Nature Camp.   

 

άYes, there are risks outside our homes. But there are also risks in raising children under virtual protective house arrest: 
threats to their independent judgment and value of place, to their ability to feel awe and wonder, to their sense of        
stewardship for the Earthτand, most immediately, threats to their psychological and physical health. The rapid increase in 
childhood obesity leads many health-care leaders to worry that the current generation of children may be the first since 
World War II to die at an earlier age than their parents. Getting kids outdoors more, riding bikes, running, swimmingτand, 
especially, experiencing nature directlyτcould serve as an antidote to much of what ails the young. 
 

The physical benefits are obvious, but other benefits are more subtle and no less important. Take the development of     
cognitive functioning. Factoring out other variables, studies of students in California and nationwide show that schools that 
use outdoor classrooms and other forms of experiential education produce significant student gains in social studies,       
science, language arts, and math. One 2005 study by the California Department of Education found that students in        
outdoor science programs improved their science testing scores by 27 percent.  

 

The power of this movement lies in that sense, that special place in our hearts, those woods where the bulldozers cannot 
reach. Developers and environmentalists, corporate CEOs and college professors, rock stars and ranchers may agree on  
little else, but they agree on this: no one among us wants to be a member of the last generation to pass on to its children 
ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦέ  
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Apply for the Lassen Land and Trails Trust Visa® Card and show your pride with every purchase you make!  

This Visa Platinum credit card makes it easier than ever to        
support our cause! Add in a low introductory rate, all the  
benefits of a Capital One Visa® Platinum Card, and your 
choice of custom LLTT card designs; you've got a great way 
to give back. 
 

LLTT has partnered with Capital One® to help raise funds 

for land and trail conservation in Lassen County. Every time 

you use your card, our organization gets a donation, and 

you get to spread the word about your favorite non-profit 

organization. 

www.cardlabconnect.com/lassenlandandtrailstrust 

Leave No Child Inside                                                                                                                                 
Excerpts from an article published in the March/April 2007 issue of Orion magazine, written by Richard Louv.                                 

http://richardlouv.com/                                                                                                                     


