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Modoc Line Update 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Open Houses in Susanville and 

Alturas and to those who completed the stakeholder survey. Your insights and 

suggestions will be invaluable as we continue to work on the Management Plan, 

which will guide the development of the 85-mile Modoc Line Rail Trail. We're 

thrilled to have had participation and comments from adjacent landowners,  

cyclists, hikers, equestrians and off-road vehicle users. We hope to have the  

final draft of the plan available for your review and comment in February. Stay 

posted  at www.llttweb.org. 
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 Welcome New Board Members! 
Andrew Bertottiτ As a lifelong resident of Lassen County, Andrew brings a   
background in agriculture, soil sciences and lands management to the Trust. He 
is committed to enhancing and protecting our natural and cultural heritage of 
working landscapes and wild lands. 
 
Katie Zumpanoτ Katie has a clear passion for discovery, our trails and active 

recreation. She is committed to the preservation, expansion and awareness by 

the public of Lassen County's outdoor recreational resources. She brings with 

her experience in peer training in the state's correctional and law enforcement 

agencies, as well as experience with youth through the California Correctional 

Center Youth Diversion Program.  

Cross Country Skiing is a popular 

winter sport in snowy regions all 

over the world.  Locally, the Bizz 

Johnson Trail and the Modoc Line 

(pictured) combined, create over 

100 miles of ideal terrain for any 

cross country skier to explore     

Lassen County.  
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Board Officers 

PresidentτPhil Nemir 

Vice PresidentτFrank Hall 

SecretaryτJudy Oliver 

TreasurerτKenzie Ahrens 

Board of Directors 
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Staff 
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Board Advisors 
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Mission Statement 

The mission of Lassen Land and 

Trails Trust is to conserve          

significant natural areas and     

agricultural landscapes and to 

promote and enhance a public 

trail system throughout Lassen 

County. 

Thank you all for making me feel so welcome here at 
Lassen Land and Trails Trust and in the community. 
The level of support that you, our members and 
partners, give to the Trust and its work is truly      
remarkable and is making a difference throughout 
the county. It's inspiring to walk into a new place 
and experience this kind of energy and                  
commitment. It's also pretty exciting. Who knows 
what we can accomplish working together! 
 

While the plant palette and the cast of critters are 
different from back east, where I come from, the 
character, essence and values of a rural community 

with agricultural roots is no different. The people are warm and gracious, 
strong and opinionated, proud and protective of the land they hold dear. 
The challenges lie in protecting that which makes our home just that, our 
home. It includes the Historic Susanville Depot and the ability it provides to 
tell the story of our natural resources, the timber industry and the railroad. 
It's also the scenic vistas that greet us each morning on our drive to work 
and the working landscape with cattle and sheep grazing. It's the freedom 
to walk or ride across the countryside on our trails and to hunt, fish and 
camp. 
 

The staff here at the Trust looks forward in the coming New Year to working 
with you to discover ways to sustain our home in a vibrant way. Even now, 
as I write this, my first letter to you, we are working with private             
landowners to protect an additional 1,000 acres of working agricultural 
land, compiling your thoughts on the development and management of the 
85-mile Modoc Rail Trail, and planning next season's Farmer's Market and 
Nature Camp. 
 

Although the political atmosphere is tense with partisanship in Washington 
and our state is facing fiscal challenges unimaginable, we can work            
together, locally, on what it is we all care about most...our home, livelihood 
and families. Thank you for opening your door, and I'm looking forward to 
meeting each and every one of you over the course of the next year. My  
office door is always open. Please come by or call. I'd like to hear your 
thoughts. 
 

Happy New Year!  
 

Letter From The Executive Director 
By Louise Jensen 
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2011 LLTT Calendar of Events  

January  
 13 Whistlestop Lecture 
  Working and Wandering in the Andes  
  Where: The Depot, 601 Richmond Rd., Susanville, CA 
  Time: Dessert Social at 6:30 Presentation at 7:00pm 

 29 Butte Lake Cross Country Ski Tour and Soup Night 

February  
 24 Whistlestop Lecture  
  Two Years in China or:  
  How I Learned to Blow My Nose Without A Tissue 
  Where: The Depot, 601 Richmond Rd., Susanville, CA 
  Time: Dessert Social at 6:30 Presentation at 7:00pm 

March  
 10 Whistlestop Lecture 
  Audubon Society Facilitates Grebe Conservation 
  Where: The Depot, 601 Richmond Rd., Susanville, CA 

  Time: Dessert Social at 6:30 Presentation at 7:00pm 

May  
 21  Paiute Meadows Trail Run & Walk 

June  
 4 National Trails Day 
 4 Farmers Market Season Begins 
  At the Depot Every Saturday through September 24th 

July  
 5 Janesville Farmers Market Season Begins 
  On Church Street Every Tuesday through September 27th 

 25-29 Nature Camp 8-10 Year Olds 

August  
 1-5 Nature Camp 10-12 Year Olds 

September  
 24  Great Sierra River Cleanup 

October  
 8 Rails to Trails Festival and Handcar Races 

 8-9 Bizz Johnson Marathon 
  http://www.coastaltrailruns.com/bizz_johnson.html 
 9 Handcar Rides and Caboose Tours 

November 
 5 aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ aƛȄŜǊ 

December 
 16 Handcar Holidays 
 

Watch our website, www.llttweb.org, for the upcoming      

2011 Discover Lassen County schedule.  

2010 Paiute Meadows Trail Run & Walk 

2010 Discover Lassen County 

2010 Great Sierra River Cleanup 

2010 Rails to Trails Festival 
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March 10ðWhistlestop Lecture  

Audubon Society Facilitates Grebe Conservation  

By David Arsenault  

David, President of the Plumas Audubon Society, will highlight the 

Audubon grebe conservation project including research on grebe   

biology and survival, reducing key threats to grebes at Eagle Lake, 

educating the public on grebe conservation, working with agencies 

and organizations to improve nesting conditions, and monitoring and 

evaluating the effect of conservation efforts on breeding grebes. 

Upcoming Events 

January 13 ð Whistlestop Lecture  

 Working and Wandering in the Andes  

By Steven Kanavel  

Steven shares his experiences and beautiful photos from his time 

spent working with the Permanent Human Rights Assembly of   

Ecuador and the Jatun Sacha Foundation in Ecuador to manage 

biological stations around the country.  During his stay, he worked 

with the Amazon Region Center of Amazonian Plants on organic 

farming and the Congal Biological Station on sustainable       

aquaculture, as well as many other projects.  

Photo courtesy of www.avesymas.com 

 

 

This excursion is approximately 13 miles round-trip and will be great 

for experienced cross-country skiers in good physical                  

condition.  Skiers should bring appropriate clothing and be prepared 

for variable weather conditions.  Skiers should also bring adequate 

food and water for a six hour outing.  Meet at the Depot at 8:30am 

to carpool to the Hwy 44 turn-off at Butte Lake Rd.  The group will 

make it back to the Depot by 5pm for Soup Night.  All welcome to 

the ski trip and/or Soup Night.   

January 29 ð Ski and Soup Night  

February 24 ðWhistlestop Lecture  

Two Years in China or: How I Learned to Blow My                  

Nose Without A Tissue  

By Aaron Frohrib  

Chinaôs contributions to the world and the United States have been 

many, yet the Middle Kingdom remains relatively obscure to Western 

eyes.  Join us, as Aaron shares an intimate look at people, food,         

language, and other pearls of Chinese culture from experiences teaching 

English in a small town to studying Mandarin in big olô Beijing (and all the 

traveling in between).  There will be stories, photos, and plenty of teaé.. 



By Louise Jensen 
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WINTER WATCH: Trail Courtesy Refresher Course 

Okay, it's winter. It's cold and it's wet, but you want to go out. There's just one caveat. Think spring before you hit 
the trails. Yes, you heard us. Think spring. Think about what that trail will look like come spring if we aren't         
respectful of it now. Think about what it will take in money, time and effort to fix trails if 
we damage them when they are most fragile.  So, what does it take to enjoy our trails in 
the winter, and still use them carefully? 
 
 

Tread Lightly*, a mountain biking organization, offers guidance that we all can use, 
whether hikers, bikers or equestrians. And we're not above borrowing it. It's that good! 
 

 Travel and recreate with minimum impact 
 Respect the environment and the rights of others 
 Educate yourself, plan and prepare before you go 
 Allow for future use of the outdoors, leave it better than you found it 
 Discover the rewards of responsible recreation  
 

 

Hikers may shortcut switchbacks or step around wet areas, trampling vegetation and 
broadening the trail surface; mountain bikers may create ruts; and horses may leave 
deep hoof prints and other signs of their passage which in the rainy wet season causes 
detrimental run-off into our waterways. So, the key to leaving minimal impact during the 
winter, respecting the rights of others, leaving it better than you found it and being     
responsible during these winter months is to simply avoid using trails when they are 
wet and muddy. This is common sense and common courtesy. 
 

We all need a reminder now and then. Thank you for reading the trails signs, going on 
trails only where your preferred use is  
allowed, and staying away when the trails are wet and fragile. This 
way we all can enjoy trials that are in great shape come spring! 
 
 

 
 

LASSEN COUNTY TRAILS & THEIR DESIGNATED USES  
 
 

Bizz Johnson Trail  
Multi-use. Motorized vehicles are prohibited on the trail between     
Susanville and the last Susan River crossing (2.4 miles west of    
Goumaz). Snowmobiles are allowed west of Devils Corral. All vehicles 
are prohibited from travel along or in the Susan River channel. 
 

Susanville Ranch Park  
Multi-use; no motorized vehicles. Horse Trail in southern portion of 

park; restrictions include request to not use trails under wet conditions 
 

Pacific Crest Trail  
The trail is open to the public for foot and equestrian travel only,       
bicycle and motorized vehicles are not permitted. 
 

Lassen Creek Conservation Area  
No developed trail.  Multi-use; no motorized vehicles. Closed to all  
users November & December; Foot traffic, January through October; 
Horses and Bicycles, April through October  
 

Lassen National Forest  

Multi-use; please visit www.fs.usda.gov for defined usage and       
guidance 
 

Susan River Trail  
Multi-use; no motorized vehicles. 
 
 
*Tread Lightly is located in Ogden, Utah. Learn more about them at www.treadlightly.org 

Mountain bike damage to wet trails. 
Photo: http://forums.mtbr.com   December 22, 2010  

Even footprints left by hikers can damage trails in   
wet conditions. 

Photo: http://www.mtbtn.org  December 22, 2010  

Horse's hooves leave deep       
pockets in wet trails. 

Photo: Susanville Ranch Trail,   
December 13, 2010 


